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UNITED SIKHS OXFORD UNIVERSITY TRAVEL-AID (USOUTA) 

FAQs

Q. When is the project?

A. The project is for 5 weeks - the final week of July and the month of August. 

Q. How do I apply to volunteer for the project?

A. Please fill in the application and health history forms in the 'Downloads' section on the USOUTA webpage @ http://www.unitedsikhs.org/usouta/ and submit them asap to volunteer@unitedsikhs.org. The deadline for submission is May 1st.
Q. Do we have to arrange accommodation in India? 
A. UNITED SIKHS will arrange and pay for clean, comfortable accommodation on a shared basis. 

Q. Are meals included in the accommodation? 
A. Volunteers arrange and pay for their meals. In the past, the schools have provided lunch. 

Q. Will we have to pay for travel?
A. Volunteers pay for their travel to and from India. It is often most convenient for volunteers to fly in and out of Rajasansi Airport, Amritsar. If you plan to travel further in India following the project, it may be most convenient to fly home from New Delhi. Any private travel following the project is arranged and paid for by the volunteers. Domestic travel arrangements during the project are made by UNITED SIKHS but paid for by the volunteers.

Q. Do I need any qualifications to join the project? 
A. Volunteers must have a teaching English qualification or previous experience of teaching English as a foreign language. Volunteers pay USD 150 for IELTS training which they are given in the first week.

Q. Can volunteers be of any age?
A. UNITED SIKHS - Oxford University TravelAid is a youth project. The age limit for volunteers is 35.

Q. Do I need a visa to visit India?
A. Please consult the Indian embassy / high commission in your country to obtain information on visa requirements for your travel to India. UK applicants may obtain visa information at http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk/
Q. What should I pack? 
A. August in Amritsar is the height of summer. Girls should be aware that there is a need in India to dress modestly for their own safety and comfort and to respect local norms. Your Volunteer Manual will provide more details.

Q. Should I have any vaccinations?
A. Yes, have all the vaccinations recommended by your doctor. 

Q. Will I need an electrical adapter in India? 
A. Yes, you will need an adapter to run any electrical appliances you may bring with you. The adapter must be suitable for use in India. 

Q. How much should I expect to spend during the project? 

A. In total, including the cost of flights, you should expect to spend about USD 2000, if you are travelling from the USA.
UNITED SIKHS is associated with the United Nations and is registered: as a non-profit tax exempt organization pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code in the USA; as a Registered Charity in England and Wales under the Charities Act 1993, Charity Number 111 2055; as a non-profit organization in Canada; under the Societies Registration Act 1860 in Panjab, under the French Association Law 1901 and is an NGO pending registration in Rep of Ireland and Malaysia.
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