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Date: July 2nd 2005,
Dear Member of the European Parliament,

I am writing in the hope that you will use your considerable influence to address an issue that has serious implications for the 500 million Europeans that belong to a religion.

In March 2004, a law was passed in France whereby the wearing, in public schools, of a religious sign or attire by which the students reveal ostentatiously a religious affiliation, is forbidden. Under this law, schoolchildren are banned from wearing the Christian cross, Jewish skull-cap, Islamic head scarf and the Sikh Turban.

A Sikh is inseparable from his/her Turban, which has been worn for centuries to cover his/her unshorn hair. To a Sikh their unshorn hair and Turban are mandatory.  Of all the 52 countries worldwide, in which 25 million Sikhs live, France is the only that has banned the Sikh Turban in schools. French-Sikh children are placed in a very difficult position as the turban is an integral part of their faith. Consequently, French-Sikh school children are being forced to choose between their education and their religion. Their freedom to practise and manifest their religion is, therefore, being denied. 

Several French-Sikh schoolchildren have been expelled from school for wearing their Turban since September 2004, including Jasvir Singh, Bikramjit Singh and Ranjit Singh of Louise Michel College, Bobigny, Paris.  

A survey of French-Sikh children affected by this law shows that no Sikh child has been allowed to wear a Turban in their school since the law came into force. Hundreds of Sikh schoolchildren in France are affected by this law, and private schools have also adopted this law which legally only applies to State schools.

During the World Wars 80,000 Turban-wearing Sikhs fought for France’s freedom on the frontline, and contributed valiantly to the French aspirations of ‘Liberty, Equality and Fraternity’. Turban wearing Sikh soldiers served in France in 13 cavalry and 8 infantry regiments during World War 1. The major battles during World War 1 in France in which Sikhs fought valiantly were: Ypres, La Bassée, Neuve Chapelle, Festubert, Loos, Givenchy and Somme. Their bravery and actions have been globally recognised.

Sikhs also fought, while wearing their turbans, for the Allied Forces in other European countries, the United States, Asia and Africa.  More than 83,000 Sikhs died and over 109,000 were injured to protect the honour and integrity of people of all faiths. It is not only sad but also ironic and extremely painful that this community that fought for the freedom of France while wearing their Turbans, now has to fight for the freedom to wear the Turban in France.

The Stasi commission which recommended the ban of religious symbols in schools to the French Parliament admitted that they did not consult the 7000 Sikhs living in France. 

In respect to the Sikhs many European Laws have been violated by this French ban including many EU Treaties, Directives, Resolutions, Protocols and the Charter of Fundamental rights, a list is shown towards the end of this letter.
The 'EU Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights', compiled a report for France 2004 which stated amongst other things ‘that the law will have counter effects and produce exclusion instead of assimilation’.

In a Europe built to never again cross lines of racial hatred, in a tolerant Europe that Sikhs helped build, the French domestic ban-law is intolerable. Urgent action is sought.  

In February 2004, when speaking of the ban on religious symbols during his visit to Delhi, the now French Prime Minister Dominque de Villepin said “I am sure we are going to find a solution that will be satisfactory for the Sikh community in France”. More than a year later, no satisfactory solution has been found.

The EU also needs to consider the impact on EU relations with India as the Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and many other high level Indian ministers are Turban wearing Sikhs.

Director of France’s Prime Minister’s office, Michel BOYON wrote to the Sikh Gurdwara (place of worship) in Paris in May 2004 stating:   

“Presently, young Sikh students are perfectly integrated within the public schools which respect their convictions and where they are able to fully prosper. I would like to assure you that every measure would be taken to ensure that they continue, within the framework of the new law, to profit from the same conditions making it possible for them to follow their religious traditions with dignity”.  A year on the assurance remains unfulfilled.

UNITED SIKHS, on behalf of the expelled French-Sikh schoolchildren and the Sikhs in Europe and the rest of the world, requests action to be taken upon France’s infringement of many European laws. 

This French law is to be reviewed 1 year after implementation, there is an opportunity NOW to rectify this problem for the benefit of all.

In this time of urgency, crucial steps need to be taken. I humbly appeal to you to:

1. Contact and write to the following Review Panel of this law to find a legally satisfactory solution for the Sikhs. 

     (a)Monsieur Dominique de Villepin

Premier Ministre de la République française

57 rue de Varenne

75007 PARIS

Tel : 00 33 1.42.75.80.00
http://www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/acteurs/premier_ministre/ecrire  
 
     (b)Monsieur Gilles De Robien
Ministre de l’Éducation Nationale
110, rue de Grenelle
75357 - PARIS 07 SP
Tel : 00 33 1.55.55.10.10

(counselor to Monsier Gilles De Villepin rollandjouve@education.gouv.fr  www.education.gouv.fr)
     (c)Monsieur Jean-Louis Debré

Président de l’Assemblée nationale

126, rue de l’Université

75007 PARIS

Email :  jldebre@assemblee-nationale.fr
     (d)Monsieur Philippe DOUSTE-BLAZY
Minister of Foreign Affairs
37, Quai d’Orsay
75351 Paris Cedex 07
00 33 1.43.17.53.53
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/courrier/default.asp?lang=gb
 
2. We also ask you to raise Plenary Session questions within the European Parliament against France’s infringement of many European laws in support of the Sikhs. 

This French law violates the following European and International laws:- 

Treaty on European Union (TEU) – Article 6(2) 

[t]he Union shall respect fundamental rights as guaranteed by the European Convention

Treaty of Amsterdam – Article 6(1)

“Union is founded on . . . respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

Charter of Fundamental Rights – Article 1 - ‘Human Dignity’

Charter of Fundamental Rights – Article 10 - ‘Freedom of thought, conscience and religion’.

Charter of Fundamental Rights – Article 21 – Non Discrimination

Charter of Fundamental Rights – Article 22 – ‘Cultural Religious and Linguistic Diversity’

Charter of Fundamental Rights – Article 24 – ‘Rights of a Child’

Charter of Fundamental Rights – Article 45 - ‘Free movement of persons within the EU’

Treaty Establishing the European Community – Article 13(5)

Protects the basic fundamental rights. European Parliament, may take appropriate action to combat discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation.

Council Directive 2004/114/EC’ Of 13 December 2004

On the conditions of admission of third-country nationals for the purposes of studies, pupil exchange, unremunerated training or voluntary service

Resolution 51998IP0034

‘Resolution on respect for human rights in the European Union (1996)’. 

‘Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms’  (20.03.1952), cf. e.g. art. 6 (2) EU (ETS No 009)

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in 1974, Article 9

Which guarantees the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, and also the right to manifest one’s religion or beliefs

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 - Article 2

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 - Article 8(1)

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 - Article 14(1).

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 - Article 14(3):

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 - Article 28(1):

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 - Article 29(1):

Details and explanations of how these laws are being violated can be found be clicking here. 
Yours sincerely,

Gurmit Singh.
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