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Charges for wearing a Kirpan dropped against Mr. Bhagwant Singh

August 17, 2004


   Bhadon 2, 536 NANAKSHAHI 

PRESS RELEASE

Criminal Charges Dropped in Kirpan Case

Detroit, Michigan - UNITED SIKHS Attorney and Legal Director Harpreet Singh, along with The Sikh Coalition, The World Sikh Council, Sikh Society of Michigan Gurudwara, and the Sikh Cultural Society of Windsor Gurudwara are very pleased to announce that the charges brought against Mr. Bhagwant Singh for wearing his Kirpan have been dropped by the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office.  

On Sunday, August 15, 2004, Mr. Bhagwant Singh, a resident of Windsor, Canada, was waiting in his car to pick up his father at the Detroit Metro Airport. The Detroit Metro Airport Police asked Mr. Singh to pull over to the side as his car was parked in front of the airport arrival area.  While the police officer was asking Mr. Singh for his license and registration, the officer noticed that Mr. Singh was wearing his Kirpan.  The officer immediately told Mr. Singh to step out of his vehicle, and then took the Kirpan away from Mr. Singh and searched him. Thereafter, the officer told Mr. Singh that he was being placed under arrest. Mr. Singh tried his best to explain to the officer the religious significance of the Kirpan as a required article of his faith, but the officer refused to accept the explanation. Mr. Singh was then placed in the police patrol car and taken to the Airport Police Department.

Thereafter, family members of Mr. Bhagwant Singh contacted the UNITED SIKHS, The Sikh Coalition, World Sikh Council, Windsor and Detroit-Madison Heights Gurdwara committee members.  The Madison Heights Congregation members contacted Attorney Harpreet Singh to represent Bhagwant Singh. 

Attorney Harpreet Singh contacted the office of the State Senator, Michael Switalski, and the Mayor of Sterling Heights, Richard Notte, who contacted the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office regarding the matter.  Before Bhagwant Singh’s court appearance, Attorney Harpreet Singh and Kuldip Singh, Chairman of The World Sikh Council, met with the detective handling this case and informed him that the Kirpan is not a weapon but an article of faith required by the members of the Sikh faith. The detective was also presented with a memo prepared by The Sikh Coalition and a letter by The World Sikh Council.  

The collective efforts put forth by all those involved in this matter persuaded the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office not to file criminal charges against Mr. Bhagwant Singh for wearing his Kirpan.  Subsequently, UNITED SIKHS and the Detroit Sikh community are working to conduct education seminars about the Sikhs and Sikh religious practices within the different police departments in the Detroit area. With this the UNITED SIKHS has till date assisted in four cases where the charges regarding the wearing of the Kirpan have been dropped: two in New York City, one in Barcelona and one in Michigan and it is currently working on the Right To Turban campaign in France. 

UNITED SIKHS commends the World Sikh Council for speaking out that the Sikhs be allowed to wear the “Kirpan” (Sikh article of Faith) on a Sikh event at the White House on the 400th centenary celebrations of the Guru Granth Sahib. Sikhs have their sovereign right to wear their articles of faith, which define their very essence.

UNITED SIKHS advises Sikhs to adhere to the Sikh articles of faith where 

ever they are without any fear or compromise.

END –

Our Mission

To transform underprivileged and minority communities and individuals into informed and vibrant members of society through civic, educational and personal development programs, by fostering active participation in social and economic activity. UNITED SIKHS is also an avenue for networking between like-minded organisations to establish and nurture meaningful projects and dialogues - whether social, cultural or political- to promote harmony, understanding and reciprocity in our villages, towns and cities. UNITED SIKHS is a coalition of organisations and individuals, who share a common vision based on the belief that there is no greater endeavour than to serve, empower and uplift fellow beings. The core of our philosophy is an unwavering commitment to civic service and social progress on behalf of the common good. Accordingly, UNITED SIKHS has sought to fulfil its mission not only by informing, educating and uplifting fellow beings but also by participating in cross-cultural and political exchanges to ensure that the promises and benefits of democracy are realized by all. We at UNITED SIKHS believe that the development of enlightened and progressive societies can be made possible by socially conscious groups of people who make a commitment to develop and direct human potential. Our work, efforts and achievements stand as a testament to our faith in this vision.

