URGENT MESSAGE

Governor Charlie Crist

FAX #  850-487-0801
FROM: THE OFFICES OF _____________________


Dear Governor Crist:


As a licensed attorney and concerned citizen, I am writing you today to seek your attention and assistance with a matter of grave concern. Jagmohan Singh Ahuja, a Sikh prisoner held at Duval County Jail in Jacksonville, FL, has suffered an egregious violation of his religious tenets, namely the forcible cutting of his kesh (unshorn hair) and removal of his dastaar (Sikh turban). He is currently in danger of repeated violations of this most essential of rights, and I, as an attorney and concerned citizen, cannot bear witness to such a violation of basic civil rights without taking a stand. I have joined the efforts of UNITED SIKHS, a civil and human rights organization which is in the forefront advocating for Jagmohan Singh's rights. This is a matter that not only affects Jagmohan Singh or the Sikh community; it is a matter that affects all people of Florida. 

Jagmohan Singh fled from religious persecution as a Sikh living under the fanatical Taliban in Afghanistan, and has now faced religious persecution again in the United States of America, the bastion of religious freedom and civil rights. Duval County Jail, under the advice of Legal Council for the City of Jacksonville and Duval County, has taken the position that they “are well within their rights to cut his [Jagmohan’s] hair and will continue to do so.”

The United States of America was built on the foundation of liberty and our founding fathers emphasized the free practice of religion, among many other important civil rights. Members of various religions have particular practices that they hold dear to their faiths, and it is of utmost importance to allow these practices in correctional facilities when there is no reasonable safety or security concern. The Federal Bureau of Prisons and many other states regularly accommodate prisoners to freely practice their faiths in prison. For Sikhs, accommodations have been granted for unshorn hair, including beards, and the turban, as the practice of the Sikh faith requires. If the safety of Federal prisons and facilities in various other states can be maintained while accommodating Sikhs and other individuals to practice their faiths, I am at a loss to understand how the safety of prisons, county or state, in Florida would be compromised by the same practices. 
We request your immediate attention and assistance to stop the continued violation of Jagmohan Singh’s religious beliefs, and to intervene and finally put an end to discrimination in Florida’s prisons by amending the current regulations to properly accommodate followers of different faiths.







Very truly yours,







___________________________

CC:
Mayor Peyton


Fax# 904.630.2391
