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The Honorable Charlie Crist

The Governor of the State of Florida
The Governor's Office

The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Dear Charlie:

I am writing to you on behalf of members of the Sikh community in my Congressional
district regarding the State of Florida’s policy of mandatory hair cuts for all state prison inmates
regardless of their religious beliefs. I respectfully request, in accordance with all applicable rules
and regulations, that you review this policy, as it contravenes a basic religious tenet of the Sikh
religion.

I am informed that this issue came to light when Duval County officials forcibly cut the
hair of Jagmahan Singh, a Sikh prison inmate. As you know one of the Sikhs’ basic religious
beliefs is that followers should never cut their hair. Members of the Sikh community are
understandably upset since they believe that forced haircuts are a violation of basic religious
freedoms.

Because of their concern for Mr. Singh and for any Sikh that may face incarceration in
the future, the Sikh community has presented your office with a petition asking that you review
the state’s policy of mandatory haircuts for prisoners including Sikhs. Again, I respectfully
request, in accordance with all applicable rules and regulations, thayFpu review the petition and
the policy that has caused great concern in the Sikh co ity. /
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