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Press Note 
Today on June 16, 2016, Singh Sahib Giani Gurbachan Singh, Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib Ji, said that Sikh 
Rehat Maryada is a legislation approved by Guru Panth. Panthic Taksals, Deras and Sects are respected 
parts of Guru Panth but aren’t the Guru Panth themselves. Sikh Rehat Maryada was published by Guru 
Panth after 14 years of tireless work and its implementation is responsibility of Sri Akal Takht Sahib and 
Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee(SGPC) by default. Sikh Rehat Maryada is being 
continuously published after being approved by the General House of SGPC. When a written draft is 
published, it doesn’t remain a draft but becomes a pamphlet or a book. 
At the time of SGPC’s General Assembly, Jathedars/Mukhh Sevadars and Head Priests of all Takhts take 
part in it as the member of Sri Harmandir Sahib and their participation expresses their consent with the 
resolutions of the General House. 
Calling the Sikh Rehat Maryada released by the then Jathedar Sahibans as unapproved makes it a reason 
of panthik split on national level. 
Due to breaking apart from Panthic thinking and conduct, a lot of damage has already occurred to Sikh 
organizations. A dera, taksal, sect may have its own code of conduct but that can’t be adopted as Panthic 
Maryada. Personal assent and Panthic Maryada can’t go hand in hand. Guru Sahib Ji has asked us to follow 
this Panthic Maryada in order to keep us from worshipping a person. Sikh Rehat Maryada has been 
approved in Panthic methods only. Since 1932, all the Sikh rites including naming ritual, Anand ritual, 
Amrit ritual, death rituals, etc. service is being performed according to the Sikh Rehat Maryada and in the 
light of Gurbani. Since 1932 only, Jathedars of takhts, Head Priests of Sri Harmandir Sahib and other 
historical gurudwaras have been doing this service. Taksals, Deras, Sects have their own code of conduct 
but any particular person can’t be given the right to raise questions about Panthic Maryada. 
Sikh Rehat Maryada is published by SGPC but it is not the code of conduct of SGPC but of the Panth, which 
is published in the sevice of people by SGPC and is distributed free of cost by Delhi Sikh Gurudwara 
Management Committee, Missionary Colleges and Panthic Organizations. Sikh Rehat Maryada is symbolic 
of Panthic unity and no one has the right to break it. Neither does any organization is given the right to 
change even one letter/word in it. If the need of change is being felt, then it can be considered only by 
the same process as was followed when it was made. I appeal to the Sikhs across the world to be worthy 
of Guru’s blessings by helping in making the Panthic organization strong and guard the Panth-approved 
Sikh Code of Conduct. 
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