
For Emergencies contact 911 

For information call: 1-888-243-1690 

 

Like clockwork, Hurricane Irene — the  
Atlantic's first hurricane of 2011 — was born on 
Aug. 22, later strengthening to a Category 2 hur-
ricane. Last year was another good example of 
an active storm season ramping up after Aug. 20. 
All of the 2010's major hurricanes (those of Cate-
gory 3 or higher) formed after Aug. 20, starting 
with Danielle on Aug. 21. 

Aug.  20 seems to be spec ia l  because 
around th is  t ime,  the a i r  and ocean are  
in  jus t  the r ight  s tate to fos ter  and feed 
the  monster  s torms.  In c l imate -speak ,  
th is  t ime of  year  is  when ver t ica l  shear  
(a change in  wind d irec t ions wi th  
he ight)  in  the atmosphere  is  low 
enough and sea sur face tempera tures 
are warm enough to c reate b ig s torms.  

I rene is  cur rent l y a Category 2  s torm, 
wi th winds of  up to 100 mph (160 kph) ,  
and is  the f i rs t  ser ious threat  to  
the U.S.  coast  in  three years .  I f  no   
hurr icanes make landfa l l  in  2011,  th is  
three-season lu l l  wi l l  be  the  longest  in  
recorded h is tor y.   
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Hurr icanes  are severe tropica l  

s torms that  form in  the 

southern At lant ic  Ocean,  

Car ibbean Sea,  Gul f  o f  Mexico 

and in the eastern Pac i f ic  

Ocean.   People who l ive in 

hurr icane prone communit ies  
should know their  

vulnerabi l i ty ,  and what  act ions 

should be taken to reduce the 

e f fects  of  these devastat ing 

storms.   The in format ion on 

th is  page can be used to save 

l ives  at  work,  home,  whi le on 

the road,  or  on the water .   

Safety From  

Hurricanes 

An image released by 
the NOAA made from 
the GEOS East 
satellite shows 
Hurricane Irene on 
Wednesday as it 
moves northwest from 
the Dominican 
Republic. (NOAA/AP) 
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Water - at least 1 gallon daily per person 

for 3 to 7 days 

Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days 

— non-perishable packaged or canned food 

/ juices 

— foods for infants or the elderly 

— snack foods 

— non-electric can opener 

— cooking tools / fuel 

— paper plates / plastic utensils 

Blankets / Pillows, etc. 

Clothing - seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy 

shoes 

First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription 

Drugs 

Special Items - for babies and the elderly-

Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture 

wipes 

Flashlight / Batteries 

Radio - Battery operated and NOAA 

weather radio 

Telephones - Fully charged cell phone with 

extra battery and a traditional (not cord-

less) telephone set 

Cash (with some small bills) and Credit 

Cards - Banks and ATMs may not be avail-

able for extended periods 

Keys 

Toys, Books and Games 

Important documents - in a waterproof 

container or watertight resealable plastic 

bag 

— insurance, medical records, bank account 

numbers, Social Security card, etc. 

Tools - keep a set with you during the 

storm 

Vehicle fuel tanks filled 

Pet care items 

— proper identification / immunization re-

cords / medications 

— ample supply of food and water 

www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/prepare/supply_kit.shtml   


