Report of CAOF Activities for September, 2007
Gosht held to observe Janam Ashtami:

CAOF class observed “Janam-Ashtami”, the birthday celebrations of Sri Krishna, one of the major avatars of Vishnu, who is worshipped in most parts of India and Puranic stories of whose life has inspired the popular imagination and culture like none else. CAOF class believes in studying major Aryan and Semitic religions and cultures with such devotion and respect that a strong mind could be developed, that will be able to unravel the underlying unity in all religions on earth, and further see their climax in the Shabad of the Guru.

As such to mark Janam-Ashtami, the class collected to relish readings from four different books, each having a strong relevance of its own. It began by some students reading out a story each from the Bhagwat Puran, which is a treasure house of mythical stories by Ved Vyas on Krishna. This was followed by students reciting bhajans and dohas of Mirabai, the most famous devotee of Krishna. Everybody took pleasure in the sweetness that her intoxicating poetry contained. After this Prof. Jagdish Singh read out and explained some of the Saloks from various chapters of Gita. Before concluding the Gosht, parts from former Indian President Radhakrishan’s commentary on Bhagwat Gita were read. 

Prof. Jagdish Singh explained how the mythical Krishna was still of great relevance to Indian and the Sikh life. He remarked that contemporary Sikh thinkers and writers, under the influence of the incidents in Punjab in the last three decades, have started cocooning the Sikh experience from Hindu influence, due to unwarranted fear of Sikh mergence into Hinduism. He cautioned his students regarding the dangers of local socio-political disturbances influencing the timeless analysis of true nature of life.          (On 04.09.2007)
Participation in the Book release at Dhahan Kaleran:

Prof. Jagdish Singh, alongwith CAOF students, was invited to attend a book release function by Guru Nanak Mission Medical and Educational Trust, Dhahan Kaleran on 10.09.07. The book “Baba Budh Singh de Savai Supnay” (Golden dreams of Baba Budh Singh) is a Punjabi novel written for children by Jasbir Singh Bhullar on the life of Baba Budh Singh who is the patron of the trust.

The book is meant to be an inspiration for Sikh students as Babaji’s life is an example of selfless service of people. Baba Budh Singh is an educationist and philanthropist. The trust he founded runs a school, a college of nursing and a two hundred bed hospital at Dhahan Kaleran in the district of Nawanshehr. It also runs an Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation Center in partnership with Punjab Red Cross. The trust serves the cause of health promotion in sixty villages around its hospital with Mobile Medical and Health Clinics. The nursing school and college run by the trust are amongst the best in Punjab.

In the function, Baba Budh Singh addressed the children and recalled some inspiring instances of his life for them. The function was graced by quite a few eminent people. CAOF students praised the trust’s initiative publish such a work for the children. They also shared with the guests their own experiences from their association with the trust. 








(On 10.09.2007)
…contd
Exhibition of Classical Stringed Musical Instruments in GNDU:
The Jawadi Taksaal organised an exhibition of classical stringed musical instruments in the Guru Nanak Dev University’s Gurudwara on 12.09.07 to draw the attention of students towards the Sikh religious tradition of Kirtan with ‘Tanti Saaz’s(stringed musical instruments). Of late many organizations have been making commendable efforts to revert back to the original traditional singing. CAOF students acted as volunteers along with other students and helped make the exhibition a success.  

Besides the exhibition, the ragis from the Jawadi Taksal performed Kirtan with stringed instruments and enthralled the Gurudwara Sangat earning its lavish silent praise.









    (On 12.09.07)
Regular Classes: 
Regular teaching continued in the twice a week classes being run by CAOF at Dashmesh Avenue, Amritsar.

