Report of CAOF activities for March 2007

Participation and paper presentation by CAOF students in Punjabi Sahitik Sabha, RS Pura, Jammu’s function:
The CAOF was invited to participate in the 44th Annual Function Punjabi Sahitik Sabha, Ranjit Singh Pura, Jammu on 27th of March, 2007. This was the effect of CAOF’s continuous efforts to organize literary groups to bring about some kind of structure and organization into the emerging patterns of thought. Prof. Jagdish Singh was invited to be the Guest of Honour in the annual function of this literary organization, which is one of the two most important such bodies of Punjabi literature in Jammu, is an acknowledgement of the work that CAOF is doing. 

The function was organized in the Seminar Hall of Soil Conservation Training School, Miran Sahib. It began on a musical note with noted artists of the state singing folk and classical songs. S. Manjit Singh, Minister of State for Education and CAPD, J&K Government was the Chief Guest while Dr. Devinder Singh of Jammu University presided over the function. After the music, two Punjabi books were released by the Minister. 

In the second session of the day, two papers were read by CAOF students. 
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Prof. Jagdish Singh presides over a session.

Paper by Kuldeep Singh: 
Kuldeep Singh of CAOF presented a paper titled “Ichhupal- Ik Kahanikar—Sach kithe si? de vishesh sandharb vich”(Ichhupal: A storyteller-In context of “Where was the truth?”). Kuldeep Singh critically analysed the stories of the author Ichhupal, especially his book “Sach kithe si?”. He said that the protagonists of almost all the stories of the author are men who are in government service who get insufficient salaries and couldn’t handle their responsibilities. They become drunkards and have sad and dissatisfied wives and most of them have suicidal tendencies. This he said was the author’s weak point. Kuldeep Singh further finds that the genre of Ichhupal’s stories is fickle and the stories don’t contain any duality or drama.
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Left: the audience and right: Kawaljit Singh on “Nature of literature- A Sikh view”

Paper by Kawaljit Singh: 
Kawaljit Singh read his paper “Sahit di parkirti- Sikh nazaria” (Nature of literature- A Sikh view) Kawaljit Singh read his remarkable paper which uncovered the innermost traits of the nature of literature. The paper was written with a view to assign such bounds and dimensions to the creative effort that literature works for the realization of “Shabad Guru” and in the service of the Spirituality. He said that literature succeeds when it is capable of understanding the signs of its existence beyond the limits of space and time so that it can walk free of the philosophic tendencies that come into fashion from time to time. He said that social concerns could never become primary concerns of literature.
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Kuldip Singh being honoured; and another section of the audience.


The audience was divided into two distinct groups in response to Kawaljit Singh’s paper. The group that had socialist leanings criticized his paper for making soul the primary concern of literature rather than satisfying materialistic needs. The group that agreed with the notion that literature’s primary workplace is soul applauded Kawaljit’s work and congratulated him many times over on writing such paper so rich in crisp ideas. The debate, questioning, cross questioning and replying took a good half an hour. At the end of the paper reading session, Prof. Jagdish Singh clarified for all, Kawaljit’s paper in great detail. 
Regular Classes: The regular CAOF classes were held routinely at Dashmesh Avenue. 

