Report of CAOF activities for January 2007
Workshop on “Teachings of Guru Nanak in context of Social Evils”:
CAOF students participated in a unique Two Day Workshop conducted by Guru Nanak Studies Department of Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar which was sponsored by the University Grants Commission of India. 


It was a very interesting and elaborate exercise in which groups that represented the Sikh society were put in conversation with each other on a variety of topics for two days. One of the groups consisted of Pracharaks(Preachers) of SGPC (Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee) and Granthis, Kathavachaks, etc. brought from the rural Gurudwaras of the Punjab, the second consisted of students and faculty of SGPC-run Shahid Sikh Missionary College, Amritsar, third consisted of students from various departments of the University Campus and the fourth group was of the scholars of the UNITED SIKHS. About 110-120 people participated and the CAOF group was the biggest of more than 30 students. These groups were made face to face with scholars who had collected data on various social evils like female foeticide, drugs abuse, etc. in Punjab and displayed it before everyone. The event was telecast live to five colleges of the city. The first days’ proceedings were presided over by Sant Balbir Singh Seechewal, known for his exemplary work of cleaning up of the Kali Baien river. The sessions of second day were presided over by Prof. Shashi Bala and Prof. Dhillon respectively.


The group of village Granthis and parcharaks was the most tongue tied in the beginning and had apprehensions about expressing their views on various topics. They had never been into such academic atmosphere before. However, their thoughts were near to the Spirit of the Sikh tradition and religion. On the contrary, the groups of scholars though very articulate and expressive, due to their Western conceptions offered views that contradicted the Sikh vision. The UNITED SIKHS’ CAOF group, led by S. Gurbachan Singh “Bachan”, ex- Secy SGPC, struck balance been these two extremes and their views were appreciated by all. Scholars showed little respect for the tradition and the villagers were closed towards modern thoughts. Our group dominated the proceedings and gave the richest inputs on all the topics. This earned us a lot of respect from all the participants. The experience of the Sikh Spirit was the fountain head from the CAOF scholars went on quoting and painting clear pictures of social evils.

Conducted by: Guru Nanak Studies Department, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar.

Sponsored by: University Grants Commission
Date: On 8th and 9th January 2007

Lecture on “The distinctiveness of Gurmat Literature from the Sufi and Qissa Poetry of the Medieval period” at Guru Nanak National College, Doraha:
The Post Graduate Punjabi Sahit Sabha (literary association) of Doraha’s Guru Nanak National College approached the CAOF class of UNITED SIKHS to deliver a lecture on “Madh Kaali Qissa Kaav ate Sufi Kaav naalon Gurmat Sahit di vilakhanta” (The distinctiveness of Gurmat Literature from the Sufi and Qissa(legend) Poetry of the Medieval period) on 20th Jan. 2007. Prof. Charandeep Singh of the Department of Punjabi of the college, who had been associated with camps/seminars etc. of the CAOF, requested Prof. Jagdish Singh to deliver the lecture. 
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Prof. Jagdish Singh of CAOF delivering his lecture


Above one hundred participants, that included post graduate students and staff of the college collected in the Seminar Hall of the college to listen to the specially organized lecture. Prof. Jagdish Singh began his lecture by giving his thoughts on the constitution of time. He said that the title given to his lecture was born out of the Western conception of time, in which time was thought to be passing in linear manner. He went on detail the nature of time as per the Sikh exposition. He further went on to prove that the dimension of time actually travels within the bounds of Gurmat. He also showed that the various nuances that literature of a land appears to be taking were actually milestones on the path of the collective consciousness of people that travels within the realm of a higher inspiration like Sikhism in the case of Punjab and Punjabi literature. Then he went on to compare the Sufi poetry and Punjabi Qissa poetry with Gurmat literature and showed how the spiritual experience of a Gurmukh takes his soul into realms that could not be achieved in a poetic flight or Sufi trance. Especially he said that a Sufi’s and a poets’ realization of the women was poor. He elaborated on the distinctiveness that Gurmat literature held over the two. 


All this was quite new for the students who were used to listen to the routine critical analyses of such topics. The literature that is popular in Punjab under the garb of “progressive” literature demystifies every aspect of life. So called “social concerns” is the only yardstick its expounders have to evaluate everything from poetry to revelation. As such, the university literature in Punjab till now has been putting a higher value on the Sufi poetry than on Gurbani! The participants were too given to hearing such things and Prof. Jagdish Singh’s treatment of the subject from the view point of Sikh spirit was very pleasant, insightful and fulfilling for them.
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Prof. Jagdish Singh being felicitated


The lecture was presided over by the Principal of the college Dr. Narinder Singh Sidhu and S. Jaswant Singh Gill, the Director and Prof.. Harvinder Kaur, Head of Department of Punjabi, were especially present. Prof. Jagdish Singh was mobbed by the students at the end of the lecture and students. They showed keen interest in other activities of the UNITED SIKHS and CAOF and assured that they would surely be associating with them in future.
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A view of the audience at Guru Nanak National College, Doraha


This activity helped CAOF to reach out to another institute in Doraha in the Hoshiarpur district and spread the word about UNITED SIKHS’ activities besides the lecture.
