Report of CAOF activities for February 2007

A Musical Evening by CAOF 
CAOF organized a musical evening to revive the dying tradition of local stringed instruments like Sarangi and give the University youth a taste of traditions of classical and folk music they are becoming increasingly strangers to. It was organized on 14.02.07 at the rented hostel, near the Guru Nanak Dev University where many of the CAOF students live.
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Harbhajan Singh reading his poem.
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Prof. Sukhwinder Singh on his Sarangi



The first to come to the stage was Harbhajan Singh, who is one of the most prolific poets among the CAOF students recited one of his poems. Then came the plum on the pudding, a Sarangi performance by Prof. Sukhwinder Singh, who teaches music in Shahid Sikh Missionary College, Amritsar. He played Raag Maalkauns and other classical ragas on his sarangi. After that he played some popular folk tunes on the stringed instrument. He effectively showed how stringed instruments were more compatible with Indian music than the prevalent harmonium. He took a good half hour and set all heads swinging a little. He got a good appreciation from about the thirty participants present there.
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Students of MA (Vocal) and MA(Music)


After him Manjinder Singh, sang Punjabi folk mahiyas and “Kithe taan laoni aan taahlian ….”. The years that he had spent in learning classical and Gurmat music throbbed in his voice.Later a group of five students of MA (vocal) and MA (music) of Guru Nanak Dev University sang some songs of Sufi poetry. Their energy and the force in their voice was enjoyed by all. Another Prof. Sukhwinder Singh, who teaches English at the Shahid Sikh Missionary College, Amritsar, recited a poem that he had written on “Amrit Vela” after being inspired by the CAOF’s effort to produce poetry with Sikh inspiration. It was an excellent poem and filled the atmosphere with the scent and feeling of the early morning air. Tea and snacks were served while the musical proceedings were on.
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Manjinder Singh singing Kithe taan laoni aan…

A special guest of the evening was Mr. Daljit Khan e Khana, a British NRI, who had come to meet with the group after hearing of the efforts that the group was doing to promote education in Punjab. He gifted several hundred books to the students who in turn honoured him with a Siropa to mark the end of a very pleasant musical evening.
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A section of the audience
