Report of CAOF activities for April 2007
Seminar

on
Some Socio-Religious Issues: A Feminine Initiative

The CAOF, continuing its mission to promote a healthy dialogue on various issues among the educated class of the society, organized another seminar in Amritsar with the title “Some Socio-Religious Issues: A Feminine Initiative”. The specialty of this seminar was that although being organized by the CAOF class, almost the entire intellectual effort that went into writing of the papers was by women scholars of the region. Seven of them read their research papers in the seminar in front of an audience that mainly consisted of students, teachers and research scholars. The venue was of the event was Khalsa College Public School, Amritsar, situated in the middle of the Guru Nanak Dev University and Khalsa College, Amritsar, an area which is the hub of CAOF activity.
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A glimpse of the audience

The participants, after being welcomed with tea, were ushered into the seminar hall of the school, where the first session was initiated by Baljit Kaur, Senior Research Fellow, Department of Punjabi, GNDU. Manjinder Singh, another Research Fellow, introduced the audience to United Sikhs and the activities that CAOF has been indulging in during the last two years. He said that the activities of the CAOF are laying the foundations of Sikh School of thought, that would bring about a healthy balance between social concerns and soul’s primordial thirst. He said the CAOF class’ initiatives were steps on the path to develop an independent Sikh Research Methodology. After him, Prof. Avtar Singh of Ramgarhia College, Phagwara welcomed the gathering.

First Session:


Four papers were read out by the scholars in the first session which was presided over by Bibi Kiranjot Kaur, ex-Gen. Secy. of SGPC and anchored by Baljit Kaur.
The presiding committee consisted of Dr. Gurbachan Singh Bachan, former Chairman, Guru Gobind Singh Chair, GNDU, Dr. Suba Singh, Principal Shahid Sikh Missionary College, Amritsar, Ms. Harinder Kaur Riar, Principal, Khalsa College Public School, Amritsar. Ms. Sushil Kaur, a distinguished social worker was the “Guest of Honour” of the day.

The first paper was read out by Aspreet Kaur, a Senior Research Fellow of Punjabi University, Patiala. In her paper “Sikh Dharam de Paripekh vich Parivar-Sanstha“ (Family as an institute in context of the Sikh religion), Aspreet dwelt upon the relations between an individual, a family, the society and religion. She said that each one of these has to function cohesively in a manner that cultivates and fosters higher pursuits of the being. She drew comparisons between the beliefs of various religions and societies in the institute of marriage. Aspreet concluded that the sehaj that a Gursikh cultivates in his life allows him carry on his life in the family along with the higher spiritual quest. The family instead of becoming a hurdle in the spiritual path in fact becomes a fellow traveler on the same path.
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(LtoR) Aspreet Kaur and Harpreet Kaur presenting their papers

Puneet Kaur presented her paper on “Ecology and Spirituality” in English. Puneet Kaur, who is a student of M. Phil. in the GNDU, in her charming voice, started her paper relating the response of the pure human conscience to nature and contrasting it with one polluted by modernity’s heavy absurdities. She lamented that the modern man has become incapable of visualizing and receiving nature’s countless bounties spread around all over in the universe. The beauties of nature that she related could be felt in her voice that delighted all. Her paper was studded with several small immensely soothing anecdotes that modern mind fails to appreciate due its non-ecstatic analyzing nature. She invited the modern world to make its soul harmonious with the nature’s soul and experience the joys of the self. Modern man’s activity is driven by greed and its gratification, due to which he has stripped naked the ecology of the earth and beaten it hollow. Her was the best paper of the day and it looked that she had worked on every aspect of it for months.

Third paper of the session on “Sikh Sampardawaan- Ik Sanwaad” (Sikh Sects-A Discussion) was read by Harpreet Kaur, another Research Fellow of Punjabi University, Patiala. Her paper was informative in nature but the canvas over which she had spread it was very vast. Right from the days of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, sects began to form in the Sikh religion and down the centuries their number went into hundreds. Harpreet Kaur amazed the audience by giving meticulous details about history, lineage, area, period, contributions, etc. of several of these. She said that due to various methodologies of interpretation of the main scripture of any religion, various sects originate. Udasis, Sewa Panthis, Adanshahis, Diwanas, Dhoonas, Akharas, etc. are some of those that she gave interesting details about.
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(L to R) Dr. Gurnam Kaur, Dr. G.S. Bachan and Ms. Sushil Kaur

Rupinderjit Kaur, who too is a Research Fellow in the Department of Political Science of GNDU, read the fourth paper of the day on “Sikh Sansthawan vich Istri da Mahatav—Itihaas te Vartmaan”(Position of Women in Sikh Institutions-Past and Present). She commented upon the position that women were bestowed in Sikhism and compared it with those that the other religions and cultures offered them. However, she failed to offer any deep spiritual interpretations of women and her participation. 

After the papers were read, Baljit Kaur invited the audience to offer comments and ask questions. Audience responded well and many like Prof. Avtar Singh, Dr. Gurnam Singh, Prof Sham Singh, Prof. Bhupinder Singh, Prof. Davinder Singh, Prof. Ashok, Prof. Suba Singh, etc. offered comments. The discussions lasted well over one and half hours, ending after Prof. Jagdish Singh, the spirit and effort behind it all, enlightened the audience on all the papers in his inimitable elegance. It is a tough task to summarise the ideas that he floats. 

Satnam Singh then introduced to the audience the Guest of Honour, Ms. Sushil Kaur of Guru Nanak Medical and Charitable Trust, Dhahan Kaleran and dwelt at length on various works of charity, philanthropy, education, medical assistance, fighting drug menace, rural women awareness and Sikh missionary activities that she had undertaken in her area. He also related the honours that various organizations have bestowed upon her. After this, Ms. Sushil Kaur herself narrated some events of life and praised Prof. Jagdish Singh for the tireless efforts that he has put in pursuing the goals of Sikh spiritual dominance. She was quite inspiring in her speech and manner. Bibi Kiranjot Kaur, then gave her “Presidential address” in which she praised the quality of the papers that were presented. 
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(L to R) Dr. Bachan felicitating Ms. Harinder Kaur Riar; and Bibi Kiranjot Kaur
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Dr. GS Bachan giving a silver plaque as an Award of Honour to 

Ms. Sushil Kaur on behalf of the UNITED SIKHS.


Dr. Gurbachan Singh Bachan and Bibi Kiranjot Kaur later presented a silver plaque as an Award of Honour to Ms. Sushil Kaur. The scholars who read papers were then presented with a set of books, honorarium and a certificate each by Dr. Gurbachan Singh Bachan and Ms. Harinder Kaur Riar. Bibi Kiranjot Kaur, Dr. Gurnam Kaur and Ms. Harinder Kaur Riar were also honoured by Dr. Bachan on behalf of UNITED SIKHS by presenting mementos. 

The participants were then treated to a fine lunch.
Second Session:


The second session of the seminar began with Dr. Varinderpal Kaur, a lecturer in Khalsa College, Amritsar, presenting  her paper “Sikh Jagat de vich Naari da Sankalp-Dr. Balbir Singh de sandarbh vich Nihchao Naari” (Concept of women in the Sikh world in special reference to Dr. Balbir Singh’s Nihchao Naari). Dr. Balbir Singh, brother of celebrated Sikh author Bhai Vir Singh, was an excellent Punjabi writer who has commented upon various issues showing his profound understanding of the Sikh principles. Dr. Kaur referred to the literature of Dr. Balbir Singh commented on his portrayal of women.

Prof. Manjit Kaur of Shahid Sikh Missionary College, Amritsar read the sixth paper of the seminar on “Laawaan: Daivi Milaap da Safar”( The Sikh Marriage: Passage to Spiritual Union). Prof. Kaur, dwelt at a great length on the four Shabads of Lawaan written by Guru Ram Das Ji and now recited to perform the Sikh Marriage. She said that each one of those were stages in the path of the soul traveling as bride seeking the ultimate union with her husband, the Almighty.

The last paper of the day, “Bhai Vir Singh Rachit Chithi Sahit vich Gurmat”(Gurmat in the letters of Bhai Vir Singh) was read by Dr. Harjit Kaur, who teaches Punjabi in Khalsa College for Women, Amritsar. She had done her doctoral research on the letters written by Bhai Vir Singh, during his lifetime to his friends and family. These letters offer us an insight into his life and times. They also throw light into how the great author offered his advice on various matters to his acquaintances and how he based everything on his faith. Dr. Kaur narrated some of such incidences from the letters. 
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Prof. Jagdish Singh addressing the gathering

After the papers, Satnam Singh, who had anchored the second session, called for the discussions which attracted a large number of students. The session was presided over by Dr. Gurnam Kaur, noted writer and critic and Head of Department of Punjabi Literature, Sarup Rani Government College for Girls, Amritsar. She latter praised the paper readers for their clear ideas and Prof. Jagdish Singh for his mission. She also offered many more insights into the topics on which the scholars had read their papers on. Prof. Jagdish Singh again offered his comments showing his strong grasp on the subjects.


The seminar was formally drawn to a close by Prof. Avtar Singh after a vote of thanks. The CAOF, by this seminar, watered the seeds that they have been sowing to have a nursery of Sikh scholars ready. More and more scholars and institutes are joining the issue.
Date and time: 
29 April, 2007, Sunday, 10.00am to 4.00pm

Venue :

Khalsa College Public School , Sri Amritsar  

Details of papers readers:
First session
Ashpreet Kaur 
Sikh Dharam De Paripekh Vich Parivar-Sanstha 


Puneet Kaur 
Ecology and Spirituality 
(in English)

Harpreet Kaur 
Sikh Sampradaawan …Ik Sanwaad 

Rupinderjit Kaur 
Sikh Sanathawan Vich Istri Da Mahatav…. Itihaas Te 
Varmaan

SECOND SESSION
Dr. Varinder Kaur 
Sikh Jagat Vich Narri Da Sankalp…Nihchao Naari

Prof. Manjit Kaur 
Laawaan:Daivi Milaap Da Safar

Dr. Harjit Kaur 
Bhai Vir Singh Rachit Chithi-Sahit Vich Gurmat 

All papers except one, as indicated, were read in Punjabi.

Pictures for the album:
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The audience
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 (L –R) Harjit Kaur and Puneet Kaur
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