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28th June 2007                                                   14th Aassaar (Samvat 539 Nanakshahi)
Sikhs to take French turban ban to the UN 
United Nations, New York - 
UNITED SIKHS lawyers will take to the UN Human Rights Committee next month the first cases challenging the French law banning the wearing of the turban on ID documents photos. Earlier this month, UNITED SIKHS lawyers filed before the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in Strasbourg, the first such case against France, since it passed a law in March 2004 banning the wearing of religious symbols, including the Sikh turban, in public schools.

Mejindarpal Kaur, UNITED SIKHS director for International Civil and Human Rights Advocacy said, “After a two year battle in the French courts, we are turning to the UN to seek the freedom of conscience thought and religion as provided under the UN Declaration of Human Rights.”

The applicants are:  Firstly, a 70 year old political refugee in France since 1992, who has not been able to renew his residence card since it expired in 2002. Without a valid residence card he has been deprived of his medical and other benefits. The second applicant is Shingara Mann Singh, a 52 year old French Sikh national from the northern Paris suburbs, whose passport renewal was refused by the French authorities in 2005, because he too refused to remove his turban for his passport photo. Both claimants had refused to remove their turban for their ID photos on grounds that the wearing of a turban is a religious requirement for a Sikh.

Earlier this month, UNITED SIKHS lawyers had also filed a case in the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg on behalf of Shingara Mann Singh, whose replacement driving licence was refused because he would not bare his head for his driving licence photo. You may read about this case at http://www.unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/PRSRLS-11-06-2007-00.htm
France's highest administrative court, the Conseil D'Etat, has ruled that public security justifies a law which requires Sikhs to remove their turbans to be photographed for driving licence. UNITED SIKHS lawyers will be filing the cases with the UN HRC on the basis that the Conseil D’Etat decision effectively rules out any remedy in the French courts for the passport and residence card refusals. 

UNITED SIKHS will also apply to the UN Human Right Committee to file an amicus curae brief  on behalf of the wider Sikh community and in support of the freedom of thought conscience and religion. 

The turban has not only been banned for ID photographs. Since the passing of the controversial French law banning religious symbols, including the Sikh turban, in public educational establishments, six French Sikh schoolboys have been expelled from school. UNITED SIKHS lawyers are due to appear in the Conseil D'Etat to defend the right of three of the boys to wear the turban in school. If the Conseil D'Etat rules against them, the cases will be appealed to the ECHR and the United Nations Human Rights Committee in New York. 

To view a film “Fighting for my Crown”, which highlights the plight of those affected by the turban ban please visit http://www.unitedsikhs.org/rtt/dvd 
Sikhs are required by their religion to wear their hair unshorn and covered at all times by a turban.

To know more about Sikhs in French history and the Right to Turban campaign please visit 

http://www.unitedsikhs.org/rtt/french_press_room/ 

http://www.unitedsikhs.org/rtt/ 
Ranjit Singh and Shingara Mann Singh are represented by a legal team from the New York law firm O’ Melveny & Myers. 

For more information please contact: 

Mejindarpal Kaur

Director 

UNITED SIKHS 

tel: +44 (0) 7709830 442 

law@unitedsikhs.org 
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UNITED SIKHS is an international non-profit, non-governmental, humanitarian relief, human development and advocacy organization

