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BRAVING THE ODDS - UNITED SIKHS YEAR 2007 IN REVIEW
sUrw so pihcwnIAY ju lrY dIn ky hyq ]

sooraa so pehichaaneeai j lurai dheen kae haeth 

He alone is known as a spiritual hero, who fights for the values of truth, justice and righteousness  
purjw purjw kit mrY kbhU n CwfY Kyqu ]2]2]

purujaa purujaa katt murai kubehoo n shaaddai khaeth 

He may be cut apart, piece by piece, but he never leaves the field of battle. ||2||2|| (Shalok Kabir, page 1105, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji) 
This week, Sikhs remember the martyrdom of the four sahibzadey, the young sons of the 10th Sikh Guru - two who died in battle at Chamkaur and two who were bricked alive at Sirhind, 302 years ago, alongside thousands of Sikhs who fought relentlessly against a reign of terror for truth, justice and righteousness.

At UNITED SIKHS we live off the Chardi Kala persevering spirit of Chamkaur and Sirhind. In the footsteps of that spirit, we made the following major strides in 2007:

· This month, UNITED SIKHS became the first Sikh seva NGO to be associated with the United Nations through its Department of Public Information. This association is given to ‘non profit tax-exempt NGOs that have an established record of continuity of work for a minimum of three years and a promise of sustained activity in the future and whose transparency is evidenced by audited annual financial statements.’ This is a first step for a Sikh NGO to take the needs of minority communities, like the Sikh community, to an international level.
· Last Sunday, in the USA, CBS televised a major national prime time program “In God’s Name” addressing some of the most challenging and profound questions of our time. UNITED SIKHS assisted in the making of the Sikh religious segment in the 2-hour documentary, which shows the importance of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, the supreme temporal authority for over 25 million Sikhs, through an interview with Singh Sahib Giani Joginder Singh.
· Last month, UNITED SIKHS opened its sixth chapter, in Ireland.

· In June, UNITED SIKHS lawyers filed the first turban 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/PRSRLS-11-06-2007-00.htm" 
case in the European Court of Human Rights challenging France which requires Sikhs to remove their turban for their identity document photos. We will file, in the next few months, appeals to the European Court of Human Rights and the UN Human Rights committee against France ban on the wearing of the Sikh turban in French schools.

· In June, UNITED SIKHS filed a first case in the UK, since the law was passed allowing the wearing of the Kirpan in public place, challenging a theme park for excluding Sikh youths for wearing a Kirpan.

We would like to thank all our volunteers, interns, staff and donors for making 2007 a year of continuing growth, and dedication to serve and uplift humanity. UNITED SIKHS’ activities are made possible by you, who act upon your convictions and devotion to develop and direct human potential for the greater good. Through your generous donations, UNITED SIKHS continued to expand its three core areas of service in 2007: International Civil & Human Rights Advocacy (ICHRA), Sikh Aid, and Human Development.

Highlights of other UNITED SIKHS projects, made possible by your volunteering spirit and donations:
	International Civil & Human Rights Advocacy
• Took up concerns with New York police on increased street violence after Sikh man was assaulted yards from his doorstep
• Coordinated with the community to secure prayer room facilities at JFK Airport in New York 
• Worked with other Sikh organizations to Secure a revision of Turban Screening procedures at USA airports
• Took up employment discrimination cases with the EEOC and Department of Justice 

• Defended Sikh students right to wear 5 Ks in schools and colleges
• Filed the first Kirpan case in the UK since the law was passed allowing Sikhs to wear the Kirpan 

• Provided legal assistance to the family of a 15 year old Sikh student whose hair had been forcibly cut in a New York school.

• Stopped the deportation of a young Sikh single mother with a one year old child 
• Persuaded the Crown prosecution Service (UK) to drop charges against a reconciled husband whose wife had withdrawn assault charges against him

• Persuaded New York Police Department to file hate crime charges against a man who had assaulted a Sikh taxi driver 

	Sikh Aid
• San Diego Fire relief 
• Disaster Relief in Florida Tornado
• New Jersey flood cleaning
• Earthquake victim rehabilitation through  education in Poonch, Kashmir
• Rescue a Family project in partnership with a Chandigarh charity to provide financial help to families who are victims of economic suicides


	Human Development
• An Educare Center in Richmond Hill, New York to provide, amongst others, Homework help, ESL, legal counseling and Computer training to minority communities.
• First ‘Sirdar Kapur Singh scholar’ earns a place for a joint IVY league Harvard and Wharton University Joint MBA program.

• Someone With A Need (SWAN) project helped a Sikh family in Tokyo and a Christian student in Malawi, Africa.

• Sikh Awareness Through Library (SALT) project provide awareness on culture and religious diversity thru a series of books, and DVD films.
• UNITED SIKHS RTT documentary film ‘Fighting for My Crown’ and ‘One Light’ by a teenager volunteer screened in Spinning Wheel film festival.
• Assisted in the making of a documentary ‘In God’s Name’ to be aired by CBS in USA on 23rd December featuring Jathedar Sri Akal Takhat Sahib amongst 12 world religious leaders.
• Empowerment of Sikh students in New Delhi through Learning Values Series

• Change Agents for the Future program, holding regular classes for Sikh students in Khalsa College, Amritsar.

• Opened a chapter in Canada and Ireland 

• Fourth year of providing Scholarships as a Tool for Accelerating Rural Academic Excellence (STARAE) to bright and needy village students 

• Second year of running the UNITED SIKHS Oxford University Travel Aid (USOUTA) project under undergraduates from Oxford University spend one month in Panjab, teaching English in a village school and at Khalsa College Amritsar
• Third year running the Change Agents of the Future project in Amritsar which aims to provide a holistic education through twice-weekly lectures, seminars and field trips to students and youths in Panjab


	Since its debut in 1999, UNITED SIKHS has grown and been able to offer new services and resources every year. Our projects have been run mainly by unpaid volunteers. In 2008 we will take UNITED SIKHS to the next level of service and reach an ever wider community by expanding our human resource and infrastructure base. This will require staffing and new investments for infrastructure. Along with many other projects, our plans for 2008 include: developing Sikh Aid’s medical corps; executing a Sikh Emergency Relief Program (SERP); setting up an international association of minority lawyers to meet the demands of our international civil and human rights advocacy projects; setting up an Educare center in UK and Canada and launching a Sikh helpline. We need your generous support to enable us to make this leap in 2008.

Your donations last year made it possible for UNITED SIKHS to serve and uplift humanity. See our Annual Reports at http://unitedsikhs.org/Annual_Reports/
You may donate by posting a check, payable to UNITED SIKHS, to a UNITED SIKHS office nearest to you or you may donate online at http://unitedsikhs.org/donate/
Every donation, no matter how large or small is deeply appreciated. If you like the work UNITED SIKHS is doing, please consider supporting the organization through a recurring monthly donation ($20, €20, £10 or more). UNITED SIKHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in the USA and a registered charity in England and Wales. Donations are tax-deductible for USA tax payers and if you are a UK tax payer and make a Gift Aid declaration, for every pound you give, UNITED SIKHS will receive an extra 28 pence from the Inland Revenue, helping your donation go further.

 .

Thank you for your continuing support!


