Meeting between the Sikh community and the Metropolitan Police (MPS), 

Held 12/07/05 at 5pm

Chair: Mejindarpal Kaur

This meeting was held to highlight Sikh issues and concerns following the attacks in London on 7th July 2005, with specific regard to hate crimes that may occur or have occurred against Sikhs in retaliation to the bombings.  

Attendees:

	Name
	Organisation
	Telephone

	Rod Jarman
	Commander in charge of Community Issues for developing long term response to the London bombings., MPS
	

	Parmjit Sandhu
	Chief Inspector, MPS
	

	Adrian Rabot
	Supt, MPS
	

	David Tucker
	Supt.
	

	Robert Beckley
	Association of Chief Police Officers, Faith Matters
	

	Harmander Singh
	IAG/SIE
	

	Mejindarpal Kaur
	UNITED SIKHS
	

	Meerat Kaur
	UNITED SIKHS
	

	Harpreet Kaur
	Voices for Freedom
	

	Surinder Singh
	Sikh Secretariat
	

	Gurdeep Singh
	Met Police Sikh Association
	

	Satnam Kaur
	British Sikh Women Organisation
	

	Dabinderjit Singh
	
	

	Harjinder Singh
	Sikh Care Society Heathrow
	


Harmander Singh started by giving background to the issues to be tackled.  He stated he is in contact with the police and has released a number of e mails to the yahoo groups as to information he has received from the police.  He gave some information regarding the best practice in reporting hate crime, and emphasised people should not speculate, should not add information to that given by the victim and should not attempt to “spice it up” in any way.  Harmander then stated that the first gurdwara to be attacked in the UK was Bexley Gurdwara  [which Chief Inspector Parmjit Sandhu later clarified was the Gurdwara situated at 31 Mitchell Close, Belvedere, Kent]. ( (There are reports of vandalism at a Bradford Gurdwara).  Harmander continued that there was now police presence at the Gurdwara, and the situation is reviewed daily to see whether the sangat still want the police presence.  He assumed the presence will continue until the Gurdwara committee say otherwise, even if the police do not deem it necessary.  The Gurdwara committee has agreed to accept recommendations such as CCTV, the committee has said they will pay for this, and an overt camera and the panic button have been provided by police.  There had been five arrests on Friday night, the arrestees are aged between 17 and 20.  

Chief Inspector Parmjit Sandhu gave details of the investigation on the Gurdwara attack.  She explained some of the evidence and that an identity parade is planed for 15/07/05.  She emphasised that Sikh officers in the area are being utilised in the investigation, to ensure people with language skills are available, as well as people who can empathise with the religion and culture. 

Superintendent Adrian Rabot said that the Bexley Gurdwara case is being reviewed by the Independent Advisors in the Diamond Group and a senior detective will give quality assurance on how the investigation is being carried out. A representative will have full access into the case.  If you want to ask questions about the case, e.g. on the evidence, then the officer in charge will answer these questions.  

Parmjit Sandhu followed up saying generic advice has been provided about how to stay safe, in response to Harjinder Singh’s stating what about Sikhs staying safe, and what information is available to vulnerable people. 

Satnam Kaur asked what the police presence was like at the Gurdwaras before the incident took place?  To which Adrian Rabot stated that each borough looks at all vulnerable locations such as Gurdwaras, and aims to maintain high visibility in the area, after events such as those occurring on 7/7/05.  Prior to the incidents 1000 officers were deployed in Scotland and therefore the response to the explosions prioritised high risk locations such as Gudwaras.

Harmander said each borough has a vulnerable list and each location is ranked, and he would assume Muslim-sounding institutions would be given priority in line with reduced numbers because of the G8 summit.  He further emphasised that the police did act quickly when the need arose.  

The Chair, Mejindarpal Kaur  then directed the meeting to the Agenda which was proposed in her letter to the Commissioner of the Met Police, Sir Ian Blair.   

Agenda: 

1. Heightened vigilance for Gurdwaras. Right now only mosques have this protection. Sikh Gurdwaras should have had this from 7th July.

2. Setting up a freephone facility for hate crime reports and publicity for this facility. 

3. A special briefing for metropolitan and other police re vulnerability of Sikhs as mistaken identity victims

4. Undertaking from police as to action they will take for all reported hate crimes 

5. Setting up of a permanent hate crime response team for terrorism related incidents which should be automatically activated each time there is such an incident ( god forbid) so that we do not wait too many days before action is taken.

6. Collating online hate crime incident reports. UNITED SIKHS, in collaboration with the British Sikh Consultative Forum (BSCF), Sikh Secretariat, Sikhs In England and Sikh Care Society Heathrow, has launched a Hate Crime Incident Report ONLINE facility which may be accessed by any member of the public wishing to report a hate crime at http://virsag.co.uk/1/hate_crime/hatecrime.html 

7. A.O.B
 

Issue 1
· Heightened vigilance for Gurdwaras

Mejindarpal Kaur asked the police representatives to confirm whether or not Gurdwaras had the same level of heightened vigilance as mosques, in terms of police response.  She asked what advice at a central level would the police give regarding the safety of Gurdwaras?  The police responded stating each borough will have a plan of action, and the plan needs reviewing in light of what happened.  But an event such as that at Bexley Gurdwara is very difficult to deter even if it happened at any other time.  They emphasised that it is currently too early to make judgements about what happened, and that is best occurring at the local policing level.

Harjinder Singh specified we are talking about Sikhs here, not any other faith group, because we have turbans and beards.  Adrian said the police try and include all faith groups in their policing and do not single out or exclude any particular group, to which Mejindarpal Kaur stated that by omission the police do single out a certain religion, and do exclude Sikhs from receiving extra vigilance which is needed due to their vulnerability.

Harjinder Singh emphasised that the chances of a 7th Day Adventist being seen as a follower of Osama bin Laden are very low, but the chances are very high of a Sikh being misconstrued as such.  Consequently, Sikhs do need to be singled out.

Parmjit then followed this point up stating that each borough looks at its own district in terms of vulnerability of people and buildings and that the police were not trying to say that Sikh people are not at higher risk, we are saying that has been taken into account.  Every Sikh gurdwara has been risked assessed by the borough police, and that has been taken into account at a borough level. 

Harmander said from now on any statement needs to mention Sikhs and the people  As stated at the meeting, the MPS will not single out any particular group as this focuses attention on them. 

Harjinder asked how citizens can ensure their Borough police are doing their jobs, specifically in relation to attacks such as that on Bexley Gurdwara?  

Commander Jarman suggested Harmander be a middle ground between borough peoples and the police.

Satnam asked if the Gurdwaras have been involved in risk assessment, to which Parmjit responded they had and clarified that the time of day will have also been taken into account.  Parmjit also stated that some Gurdwaras have rejected police protection because they do not want the “label” of victims. 

Commander Rod Jarman joined the meeting and stated the briefing given by the Met police is that heightened level of protection is for all buildings, not those belonging to any particular faith.  He said the incidents such as that at Bexley are not carried out by people who know the difference between various faiths, but rather by people who have a hatred for other people.  The police will protect all levels of society, and all faiths because nobody can tell at the end of the day what faith someone is.  

Harjinder then reiterated the visibility of Sikh people, to which Commander Jarman stated we need to protect your community and we need to know if there is any particular concern in a borough.  The Sikh community is a particular vulnerable because of appearance, race etc.  The Sikh community is one of many other vulnerable communities, and the problem is not the Sikh religion and its appearance, it is the people who commit hate crimes. The Commander stated that hate crimes had averaged from 20 a day to 60 a day in London since 7th July but are now decreasing. 

It was agreed that a statement will be released telling Gurdwaras and the community how to deal with such crimes and about the heightened state of vigilance.  This will be distributed through the Asian media as well as mainstream media. Commander Jarman said it was the Borough commander’s duty to make a Sikh as safe as any member of the public taking into account that Sikhs are particularly vulnerable. Commander Jarman said that every Sikh Gurdwara should contact their Borough Commander and seek this reassurance. If there are any problems in achieveing this, he should be notified.  
Issue 2

· Setting up a freephone facility for hate crime reports and publicity

Mejindarpal showed a little booklet about hate crime previously produced by the Met.  Commander Jarman confirmed they no longer produce that booklet, but they do produce other things, especially by e mail/Internet thru the Diamond Group – which aims to get across urgent information as soon as possible.  Mejindarpal asked if this information could also be posted to Gurdwaras for people who were not computer literate.

Mejindarpal asked whether there was a freephone facility to report hate crimes.  Commander Jarman stated there was no freephone, and this was unlikely to be set up at the moment because it would involve setting up a whole new reporting system above the 32 that currently exist.  It would be much better if people contacted their borough police, who should be in contact with the local Gurdwaras.  If the borough police were not in contact with the Gurdwaras, talk to the Borough Commander and if that proves fruitless, contact can be made with Commander Jarman.  Each borough has been told to increase the numbers of officers investigating hate crime and give extra advice and have immediate response.

Issue 3

· A special briefing for met and other police

It was stated that Borough police would be sensitised to this.

Issue 4
· Undertaking from police as to action they will take for reported hate crime
(Also see point 2).

Adrian stated the response to hate crime by CSU’s had increased and other such measures will be taken.  Statistics are provided daily to the Diamond group e mail and internet groups, of number of arrests made etc.

Commander Jarman states if a member of this group would like to participate in seeing how the investigations were carried out and what is occurring, then a group deals with that and details could be provided.

Issue 5
· Setting up of a permanent hate crime response team

Mejindarpal said that the impression is given that we always have to wait for the first backlash attack etc before we know something will be done.  She asked the police whether look at the possibility of backlashes as soon as an incident such as that of 7th July occurs.  

Adrian says plans regarding the protection of vulnerable people and places after events such as those on 7th July, are implemented in each borough is at the same time as the primary incident.. Each borough would have previously released a statement to Central Operations how it would implement its plans in such a situation.  

Harmander added that the London Resilience Team updates its plan every 6 months, and he currently needs more volunteers who could act when such attacks happen and also act as middlemen and be part of the plan.

Robert Beckley who specialises in Communities and Counterterrorism and also Faith Issues, then entered into discussions.  He stated he had been acutely conscious at a national level that it doesn’t matter what community you come from because people commit hate crime against any community.  He is now co-ordinating a national response, is in direct contact with all communities, and is particularly focusing on minority communities.  He is also monitoring what is happening nationally.  

Superintendent David Tucker continued, stating he was getting responses from forces twice daily now, and it is apparent that there is of heightened hate crime both racist and faith based.  Nothing springs to mind to say that Sikh communities have been targeted specifically, except for the incident at Bexley and possibly Bradford.  He concluded that there is a need to be vigilant and make sure incidents are reported.

Robert said he would help facilitate meetings between Sikh community leaders nationally ie at Gurdwara or other organisational level and their local police commanders to reassure them about security measures being taken against backlash crime. From personal experience of his borough, what they have done is mapped the borough in terms of what religious buildings are where, and then spoken to the communities about whether they want overt policing or more subtle policing etc.  

Surinder Singh asked whether it could be said that the Sikh community is specifically vulnerable, and Robert replied that the Sikh community is one of the particularly vulnerable communities and that every incident against members of the community should be reported, for example knocking off a Sikh’s turban. Harjinder stated he was told to report everything because even if it is minor to you, it may be major to somebody else. 

Satnam asked whether cameras could be placed at all Gurdwaras, especially the big ones with large attendance.

Robert said there must be some assessment of risk because of limited resources and large number of vulnerable locations, but if fear were high, then it would be a tactic to consider.  

Commander Jarman said that now it is not too expensive to buy a camera and people could do that themselves as the cost of having an officer maintain the camera and change the tape etc is phenomenal and so perhaps communities could shoulder this responsibility.

Issue 6
· Collating online hate crime incident reports

Mejindarpal asked about the charges that will follow with reference to Bexley, and whether the crime would be deemed a racially motivated crime? Adrian stated it would be a matter for the CPS. Harmander said this is an interesting case considering that many people believed that Jewish and Sikh people enjoyed special protection under the Race Relations legislation.

Mejindarpal informed the meeting that an online hate crime reporting facility has been set up by UNITED SIKHS and the Sikh secretariat. Dabinderjit Singh said 
a decision will be taken as to how and what information would be passed on to police taking into account any need to protect confidentiality. 
Issue 7
· A.O.B
Harmander stated the lack of visible Sikh representation is an issue especially at events such as the Lambeth Palace statement by an Imam, Rabbi and ArchBishop.  The Sikh community feel very let down that such events do not include Sikhs.  There is also a need to release a statement saying these people committed backlash violence and we will not tolerate this.

Commander Jarman stated that the police hope they have now listened to the issues of concern you all have so can you all confirm this to your community.
Dabinderjit said he has a gut feeling that the Met saw mosques as a higher risk than gurdwaras, although this might not be the case nationally. 

Commander Jarman said please be aware that this is not seen as a Muslim issue and all faiths including the Sikh faith and community are seen as equally if not more vulnerable than Muslims, often because they are living in smaller pockets of London and other cities.  

Commander Jarman said whatever we do, we must not and will not jeopardise the convictions of people involved in the events of  7th July 2005 and so they limit what they release. And because Thursday is only a few days ago, they will not state something is fact now because it may be realised that it is not fact towards the end of the investigation.  Commander Jarman urged the participants to “stick with” the police on this issue of hate crime and try and help them work through the difficult mix of fear, tension etc.

Commander Jarman asked if he could inform Met Police Commissioner Ian Blair that the Sikh community has been reassured that their concerns raised in the letter sent to him have been met. 
Harjinder Singh said that we do not doubt the commitment of the officers we met today to the safety of all inhabitants of London, but we still feel that the people who attacked the Erith (variously called Bexley, Belvedere or Kent ) Gurdwara  woke up the police to the fact that there are these people called Sikhs who are more vulnerable.

 

In the aftermath of the backlash suffered by Sikhs to 9/11, we have been having a series of meetings with a senior officer of the Met Police, David Vannes, (who has since retired) who was fully aware of the vulnerability of the Sikhs. It is a pity that it needed an attack on a Gurdwara to get us 'in the picture' this time round.

 

Mejindarpal thanked Commander Jarman for arranging the meeting on short notice and for reassuring the Sikh community that their safety and security as a vulnerable group is a police concern.

Meeting ended at 7pm.

Minutes prepared by Meerat Kaur 

