Make Poverty History Campaign

Please click www.makepovertyhistory.org for full details of the campaign events
Justice Not Charity , is the slogan for this year’s Make Poverty History campaign aimed at governments and big business to ensure that the primary producer of goods in the poor world gets the right price for his produce and is allowed to sell or process his produce without trade barriers and that the preferential.

Your Guide to the Key Issues in the “Make Poverty History” campaign

What is the G8?

The G8 is also known as the “Group of Eight” and refers to Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the UK and the US.  It was previously known as the G7 before Russia joined the group in 2002.  

The G8 is an incredibly powerful coalition that deals with numerous types of world affairs, and the decisions the G8 makes have very far-reaching consequences.  The group meets annually to discuss and tackle issues including health, development, environment, terrorism, finance and other such concerns.  

The non-governmental organisation (NGO) world uses the annual summit as a place to promote concerns about world issues, and to persuade the G8 to use their influence to make the world a better place for all.  Hence in 2005, the meeting in Gleneagles, Scotland is being used to encourage the G8 to use their powers to Make Poverty History – something they would effortlessly be able to do.

Why “Make Poverty History”?

· Because poverty kills 50,000 people every day (30,000 of whom are children)

· Because over one billion people are living on less than a dollar a day 

· Because 852 million people across the world are hungry

· Because 130 million children worldwide do not receive an education
 

· Because 758 million adults worldwide are illiterate

· Because over 2 million people a year die because they cannot afford and do not have access to clean drinking water

What is going on?
· Saturday 2nd July 

A demonstration is taking place in Edinburgh to demand trade justice, debt cancellation and more and better aid.  

The rally starts at 11am at The Meadows, and supporters are encouraged to wear white.  

By mid afternoon, supporters will have circled Edinburgh city centre and a white circle will be visible (due to supporter’s clothing).  The white band is now synonymous with the Make Poverty History campaign, and will encourage the G8 to enforce better policies to help Make Poverty History.

There will be a festival at The Meadows all afternoon featuring live music, food and drink, fair trade stalls and activities for children.

· For a map of the march route, please see:

http://www.makepovertyhistory.org/images/jpegs/map.gif
· For more information about the demonstration in Edinburgh, please see:

http://www.makepovertyhistory.org/edinburgh/index.shtml
If you live outside the UK, please check www.whiteband.org for more information about the international campaign, as well as country-specific events.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bread.org/hungerbasics/international.html" ��http://www.bread.org/hungerbasics/international.html�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenaid.org/development/betterlife.htm" ��http://www.womenaid.org/development/betterlife.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.uis.unesco.org/ev.php?URL_ID=4926&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201" ��http://www.uis.unesco.org/ev.php?URL_ID=4926&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201�





